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at the end of July, when Sidney went back to
Vienna. There, he was detained for some time by
illness. After that, he accompanied Languet on a
trip to Poland, and he was in Vienna again, still
"not in a very good state of body," before the end
of November. This much we learn from letters that
he wrote home to the Earl of Leicester and Lord
Burghley. The letter to the Lord High Treasurer
was, he said, one of his " scribbles," sent rather in
obedience to his lordship's commands than for
anything worth reading in it. It contained, how-
ever, a long and graphic account of the state of
politics as viewed in Vienna, and of the recent pro-
ceedings of the Grand Turk.* As the two years'
leave of absence from England that had been
allowed to him was more than run out, and as he
was now old and experienced enough for his reports
on public affairs to be considered worth having, it
was probably a condition of his being allowed to
stay abroad for another year that Sidney should fur-
nish Queen Elizabeth's ministers from time to time
with "news-letters" of the sort that were indis-
pensable in the days before newspapers. Unfor-
tunately very few of them are extant.

For three months or so he was in Vienna lodging
in the same house as Hubert Languet, who was now
in the service of the Emperor Maximilian the
Second. Sidney also appears to have held some
sort of office at Court, corresponding more or less
perhaps to that of secretary of legation or attach^ in

* State Papers, Foreign, Elizabeth; Philip Sidney to Lord Burgh-
ley, 17 December, 1574.